Oak Bluffs Police Department

Erik (3. Blake
Chief of Police

MNovember 25,2003

Madame Marlene H. Dorch
Seeretary

Federa] Communications Commission
445 Twelth Streer, N.W.
Washingron, D.C, 20554

Re: W (2-55 Improving Public Safety Cornmunications in the 800 Mz Band

Dear Madame Secrerary,

At the recent Internadonal Association of Chisfs of Police Annual Conference, I had
the oppormnity to leam a good deal abour the issue of 800 MHz interference and how it is
impacring police departiments around the country. The fact that first responder
ComMUMICAtONS is 50 harmfully compromised by cell phone use and cther commercial
communication should be of nationzl concera.

Thankfully, a solution to this dangerous problem exists. T wire today to express my
very strong support for the Consensus Plag 1o realign the 800 MHz Spectrum to ensure
reliable communicarions for public safery officials.

Today’s world is one in which communications gets easier, cheaper and more
effecrive every day. The ability ro always commumnicare seamlessly — through mobile email,
digiral pagers and cell phones — is wken for granted. Which is why so many people would
find it hard to believe thar the individuals who are charged with the duty of protectung them-
fire, police and efnergency services personnel - don’t have the capabilities they need to
guarantee clear and dependable comrmmunicatons.

The Consensus Plan is the only proposal before the Commission thar solves the
problem of interference rather than just comecting it after the facy, Represenratives from the
public safety commminity, such zs the IACP, support this Plan beeause it Las public safery’s
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poozities in mind — eliminadon of interference, additonal spectrum, and private funding
(imposing no cost onto public safery).

Tuzge the Commission to take this problem setiously and implement the only true
solunon, the Consensus Plan. Please give first responders the spectrum they need to get

their job done dght

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Chief Exk Blike
Oazk Bluffs Police Department
— Ocean Ave

Oak Bluffs, Massachuserts 02557

CC:

Chairman Pewell
Commissioner Abemathy
Commissioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Cormntrnissiomer Margn

Representative William Delahunt
146 Main Streer
Hyannis, MA 02601

Senaror Edward M. Kennedy
240 JFK Building
Boston, MA 02203

Sepator John Kerry
One Bowdoin Square
Tenth Floor

Boston, MA 02114



